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In English, the present perfect tense is used to talk  
about recent or repeated past events. The past simple  
is used to say exactly when those events happened.

New language  Present perfect tense

Vocabulary  Travel experiences

New skill  Talking about the recent past

Places I have been

KEY LANGUAGE PRESENT PERFECT
The present perfect  
can be used to talk 
about the past in three 
different ways.

To give new information  
or “news.”

To talk about an event that 
started in the past and is 
still happening now.

To talk about a 
repeated action that 
continues to happen.

SUBJECT + “HAVE / HAS” + PAST PARTICIPLE

FILL IN THE GAPS BY PUTTING THE VERBS IN THE PRESENT PERFECT
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The present perfect 
is used for talking 
about a recent event 
or ongoing action.

The past simple gives 
specific details about 
when a completed 
event happened.

MARK THE SENTENCES  
THAT ARE CORRECT

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND 
ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

Jodie and Trina are talking about 
Trina’s travel adventures and what  
she has learned along the way.

SUBJECT + “HAVE / HAS” + PAST PARTICIPLE

SUBJECT + PAST SIMPLE TIME MARKER

KEY LANGUAGE PRESENT PERFECT AND PAST SIMPLE
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READ THE ARTICLE AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS  
IN FULL SENTENCES

SAY THE SENTENCES OUT LOUD, FILLING IN THE GAPS BY PUTTING THE 
VERBS IN BRACKETS IN THE PRESENT PERFECT
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KEY LANGUAGE PRESENT PERFECT AND PAST SIMPLE IN US ENGLISH
US English often uses the past simple when  
UK English would use the present perfect.

CHECKLIST

 Present perfect   Travel experiences   Talking about the recent past  

REWRITE THE SENTENCES  
IN THE PAST SIMPLE

CROSS OUT THE INCORRECT 
WORD IN EACH SENTENCE
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